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Senator, wife want to bring life 
back into Allegheny Lodge 


By THERESE SMITH' 
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airman envi¬ 
sions iu quaint cottages, a 
handsome country hotel and a 
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■ Continued From 1A 

trance — an English Tudor tim¬ 
bered-type gate flanked by huge 
natural stone piers. 

But what’s inside the entrance 
will draw visitors, Helmick 
said. 

This week, workmen John and 
Marshall Smith and Harry Whit¬ 
ing are scraping old paint from 
the clapboard siding on Piecrust 
and Suco cottages and cutting 
some 100-foot-tall trees for lum¬ 
ber for five new cottages. 

Already, Helmick has re¬ 
paired water lines to the hillside 
springs - which gush 700,000 
crisply clear and chilly gallons 
of water a day — and installed 
a small bottling plant. He ex¬ 
pects to begin bottling soon and 
have 16.9-ounce and 12-ounce 
containers of Minnehaha Mist in 
stores in November. 

“The water never sees day¬ 
light,” Helmick said. “It is pure 

“The bottling plant will be a 
very small operation to see 


what the market will bear. If 
market determination is made, 
we’re looking at constructing a 
larger plant. We understand the 
value of water more than they 
did in 1912.” 

Within two years, contractors 
should finish building the new 
12-room hotel, to resemble the 
original $15,000 “handsome and 
commodious clubhouse,” as de¬ 
scribed in a 1911 Pocahontas 
Times newspaper story quoting 
game warden J.A. Viquesney, 
who bought the McElwee farm 
with his deputy that year. 

A 60-seat restaurant will span 
the fourth floor of the 14- 
dormer lodge, set with two or 
three front porches, fireplaces 
and a brick floor, using some 
original materials found on the 
site, Helmick said. 

The spectacular view from 
the original, still-standing, 
curved stairway focuses 
through the Knapp’s Creek Val¬ 
ley to rows of verdant moun¬ 
tains dozens of miles in the dis- 
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Utnce Clients once walked the 
breezy verandas in the impos¬ 
ing Southern-plantation style 

'In the winter, on cold, brisk 


days, you can look at the moun¬ 
tains and see a lot of Civil War 
history," llelrnick said, not,Inn 
that the resort lies only 24 miles 
from the Homestead In Vlrglnlu, 
21) miles from Snowshoe Moun¬ 
tain and 31) miles from The 
Greenbrier. 

Luminaries such as Nobel 
Prize winner Pearl Buck and 
three-time Olympic gold medal 
skier Jean Claude Killy stayed 
at the old Allegheny Lodge, us 
well as visitors from several 
countries. West Virginia gover¬ 
nors Willlum Glasscock and 
William MacCorkle were origi¬ 
nal members of the sportsmen s 
club, according to the Fall 1991 
Goldenseal magazine. 

Of note were the dozens of 
elk that once roamed the club's 
original 5,000 acres, though 
they were considered extinct in 
the state as of 1875. Viquesney 
had hired cowboys in 1912 to 
round up several Rocky Moun¬ 
tain elk and ship them by rail¬ 
road car to Minnehaha Springs, 



Kfforts to find homes for the 
last, four elk, which trekked to 
neighbors' farms arid ate crop* 
fulled. They had to be put down 
Helrnirk said he hopes to re 
populate his emerging “quality 
small resort” with elk 
Meanwhile, workers ar« 
restoring the cottages lor later 
rental. The Helmlcks, both of 
whom spend much time In 
Charleston where she works, 
plan to move from their down¬ 
town Marllnton house to a ru :> . 
tic, green-painted cabin that 
sits at the apex of the open 
meadow, overlooking the old 
nine-hole golf course, the rifle 
range, the wading pool, the cot¬ 
tages and the soon-to-be-built 
lodge. 

"1 want to make it right 
Helmiek said. “We’ve got a lot 

of work to do." 

Writer Theresa Smith Cos can be 
reached at 348-4874 or by e-mail at 
tharasweidallymaii.com. 
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